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Dutchess County Democrats Praise New York Times  

Spotlight on Molinaro’s ARP Spending Priorities  
 

In response to this weekend’s New York Times story “Sewers or Stadiums? A Clash Over 

Covid Aid,” Dutchess County Democratic leaders praised the publication’s look at County 

Executive Marcus Molinaro’s questionable use of the County’s American Rescue Plan (ARP) 

funds. Molinaro is currently running against Democratic Congressman Antonio Delgado to 

represent New York’s CD-19. 

 

The front-page story highlighted Molinaro’s June 2021 decision to spend $12.5M of the first 

tranche of $28.6M in pandemic relief funds received from the federal government for 

renovations, including a new clubhouse, at Dutchess County Stadium, home of the Renegades, a 

minor league baseball team that signed an affiliate deal with the New York Yankees in 

December 2020. 

 

Dutchess County Democratic Chair Julie Shiroishi said, “Marcus Molinaro thought no one was 

paying attention when he rushed the Republicans in our county legislature to approve spending 

more than 20% of Dutchess’ ARP funds on a baseball stadium. Thanks to the New York 

Times, readers across the country know the truth about how our money is being spent. 

 

“What’s not discussed is how Molinaro leveraged the influx of federal money to pay for the 

“historic” tax cut he awarded Dutchess County residents last year—just as he was ramping up 

his Congressional campaign. If Molinaro were in Congress last year, he would have voted 

“no” on the funds he’s spending right now. For the sake of our nation’s fiscal health, voters 

in CD-19 need to keep Rep. Antonio Delgado in and Molinaro out.” 

 

Democratic Caucus Leader Yvette Valdés Smith (Fishkill/Beacon) said, “American Rescue 

Plan Funds are a historic, once in a lifetime opportunity to make real change that benefits 

our communities for generations to come. Our Democratic caucus worked hard to block the 

Republican majority’s illegitimate use of these funds. We fought for expanded broadband 

infrastructure, programs to address opioid addiction, food insecurity, and mental health 

programming. The Democratic caucus will continue to work hard every day to protect the 

safety, health, and future of our hard-working people right here in Dutchess.” 

 

Democratic Deputy Caucus Leader Barrington Atkins (City of Poughkeepsie) said, “Now is the 

time for our communities to pay attention. Pay attention to what’s going on in County 

Government. Pay attention to how our federal monies are being misused!” 

 

Democratic Legislator Brennan Kearney (Rhinebeck) said, “The New York Times' eloquent 

photography illustrating the need for funding for all sorts of projects—aside from improvements 



at a baseball stadium—was moving and right on target. These are things all Legislators can 

see every day, but that the Republican administration and Legislative Republicans 

continue to ignore.” 

 

The Times compared Dutchess County to Onondaga County, where the Republican-led 

legislature is suing the Republican County Executive for attempting to control that county’s 

ARP funds. James Rowley, the Legislature’s chair said, “We have the power of the purse… I 

didn’t want to set a precedent that gave the county executive power to spend county money.” 

 

The Republican majority in Dutchess voted unanimously in support of Molinaro’s 

proposal.  

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/11/us/covid-stimulus-money-

fight.html?searchResultPosition=1 
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